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‘The description of “Promised Land” in Bible aptly fits Kashmir, According to Bible, Paradise-the place 
Where humankind was created lay to the East, “And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden 
land there he put the man he had formed,” The Garden of Eden is stated to be situated between four 
"vers. Mesopotamia, where the Garden of Eden is usually supposed to exist, has only two rivers as the 
‘name of the region implies. Whereas area around Kashmir has four rivers, Indus, Jehlum, Chenab, and 
Ravi. Thus Kashmir is truly a land between the rivers. Bible mentions that Lord showed Moses the 


sansa. ‘Thetis tao Te Ponte Lane Js Mose te Sakon Keston Acs Ish 
“Promised land” but directed him not to enter it, "Go thee unto Mount Nabo and die, but thou shalt not 
‘go unto the land which I give tothe children of Israel". "The Lord said unto Moses, get thee on top of 
‘mount Pisgah and lift up thine eyes eastward, and Northward, Westward and southward and behold the 
“Promised Land’... The land of milk and honey... The land which drinketh the water of heaven....The 
land is good and peaceable...the Land where no galley with oars shall gol" According to some legends 
‘Moses is buried near Athwatta in the land of Moab (Mowu) opposite Bandipore earlier known as 
[Bethpor which is a derivative from the Beth-peor of Bible. The view of the valley from top of a mountain 
locally called Nebo-bal is as per the description of the “Promised Land”. Kashmir is locally known as, 
Kashir and a Kashmiris called a Koshur. Jews call Koshur something approvable and pure especially in 
regard to food. Many explorers and travellers from ancient times have written about the striking, 
resemblance of Kashmir to Biblical lands, Ithas also been mentioned in many accounts that in ancient 
‘times Kashmiris allowed only Jews to enter the valley. A Kashmiri shepherd wearing a robe (pheran) 
‘and a skull cap tending his sheep near a village isa typical seene from some biblical movie. If Kashmir is 
‘the “Promised Land” are then Kashmiris the God's “Chosen People?” The Jews call themselves to be the 
“Chosen People of God”. There are many theories about the origin of Kashmiris and some claim that 
‘they are the descendents ofthe lost tribes of Israc, 
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A lotof research was done on the subject by British anthropologists in mid- 
19th century who were travelling with British troops. That research 
<oncluced that many of the Kashmiri tribes were remnants ofthe Lost Tribes of Israel. Main staet to 
‘these theories about the Jewish origin of Kashmiris was given by the book of George Moore, “Lost 
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Tribes” printed in 1860. Not only was Solomon in Kashmir, but there is significant history and evidence 
that Moses was also here. In fact, Kashmir is considered to have the burial site of Moses. There is a 
‘grave-site that has been maintained for over 2700 years near the plains of Mowu, once called Moab, 
above Pishnag, once known as Pisga, This is on Mount Nebo and about 15 kilometers across from 
Bandipur, which was once known as Behat-poor and Beth-peor. This is considered to be the burial place 
‘of Moses. The logic behind this is that the book of Deuteronomy (34.46) explains that Mases died in the 
land of Moab and was buried near Beth-peor. “And the Lord said unto him, ‘This is the land which T 
sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed; Ihave caused thee 
to sce it with thine own eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither’ So Moses the servant of the Lord died 
therein the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. "Its also explained elsewhere in the 
chapter that Mount Nebo in the Abarim Mountains, Mount Pisga, and Heshbon are in the vicinity. The 
biblical land of Moab is now called the plains of Mow. Biblical Pisga is now called Pishnag. Beth-peor 
was later ealled Behat-pur near the Jhelum River, which is called the "Behat” River in Persian. Now 
[Behat-pur is called Bandipur, and the village with the biblical name of Heshbon (Deuteronomy 4.46) is 
‘now called Hasba or Hasbal. This area is about 80 kilometers north of Srinagar. If we travel to this area 
today, Bandipur (Beth-peor, meaning "the place that opens”) is near where the Jhelum (Behat) River 
‘opens into the plains of Lake Wular. Another 18 kilometers north we find the village of Hasbal, both 
towns mentioned in the Bible. Mount Nebo, in the Abarim Mountain range, is across from Bandipur 
‘and above the village of Pishga, Mount Nebo offers a great view of the heavenly land of Kasbunir 


‘Twelve kilometers north of Bandipur we come to the town of Aham-Sharif. rom here we go by foot to 
reach the village of Booth atthe base of Mount Nebo. We head west for an hour, taking a vague path up 
2 steady slape. Several fields away isthe tiny town of Booth with Mount Nebo rising behind it. Here 
‘we'll need to get the attendant of the grave, called the “Wall Rishi,” to guide us the rest of the way. He 
leads us up to an open garden where there is a small mausoleum, This is the burial site of Sang Bibi, an 
Islamic female saint, and two of her followers. Nearby is a stone column in the grass that stands about » 
_meter tall which is accepted as marking the grave of Moses. Other places in Kashmir are also related to 
‘Moses. Near Shadipur north of Srinagar, the cliffs near the confluence of the Jhelum and Sindh rivers 
are called Kohna-i-Musa, “the comerstone of Moses,” where Moses is said to have rested. Three 
kilometers north of Bandipur is another of Moses's resting spots at Ayat-i-Maula, About 46 kilometers 
south of Srinagar is a place called Bijbihara, This is a spot on the river bank referred to as Moses’ Bath 
‘The stone lion there is said to be about 5000 years old. At Bijbihara's cemetery there is an inscription in 
Hebrew on an old grave. Further evidence is found a few kilometers away where you can see the Temple 
‘of Martand that resembles the steps, vestibule, pillared hall, and interior ofa traditional Jewish temple, 
in spite of the Hindu demigods carved on the outside 


nt The rind Lar et, Moses Sobran Karine Ries Kase 
There is nothing better than working with good people ! Our friendly reservations team are here to 
help you with inquiries about tours and to advise you. You can book with us via phone +91 
‘9999881949 or in person by visiting us at two locations in Srinagar and Delhi,{f you need more 
information about tours before you book, have a question regarding itineraries or you have any 
problems making your booking online please don't hesitate o email us at info@kashmirforyou.com 
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